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Important Dates

Letter from the Director:
Dr. Gail Post, Psychologist from Pennsylvania, posted a blog titled, "Tips for parents of gifted children: What 

most parents wish they had known." She created a list of guidelines she has learned over the years. Here are a 

few of her tips...

Learn as much as you can about giftedness. Read, attend conferences, meet with other parents of gifted 

children. Great sites include NAGC, SENGifted, and Hoagiesgifted. The more you understand about gifted 

children, gifted education, and the social, emotional and intellectual needs of the gifted, the better prepared you 

will be when you need to advocate for your child.

As much as you might like to rely on the "experts," you will have to be involved with your child's 

education. This does not mean you get to control everything. It does mean, though, that you need to be alert to 

what your child is and isn't getting out of school, and take steps to advocate for appropriate accommodations 

when needed. It is a rare school that readily meets the needs of gifted students. And "gifted programs" may not 

necessarily offer your child what she requires in particular. You may have to request IQ testing, search for 

extracurricular opportunities, and work collaboratively with your child's teacher. So get ready to get involved.

No school setting is perfect. There are no public, private, charter, boarding or even homeschool settings that 

will meet all of your child's needs. Most teachers mean well, but have no training in gifted education. That's not 

their fault; it's just not a big part of their training. Recognize that any school you choose is a compromise (as it 

is for all children) and try to accept that you will need to work with whatever decision you have made for your 

child.

Prepare to be an ambassador for gifted children. Most people don't understand giftedness. You will hear 

comments like "every child is gifted," or "all it takes is effort," or "those gifted kids are a product of privilege and 

hot-housing." You will face ignorance from family, neighbors, friends, and the schools. Much of this is due to 

lack of understanding; sometimes, though it's the result of envy and plain old nastiness. Either way, it falls on 

you to consistently, tactfully and clearly explain what giftedness is and is not, how gifted people have unique 

learning differences as a result of their "wiring," and that giftedness and achievement are completely separate 

entities. Prepare an elevator speech and a more in-depth explanation for those who care to know more. But get 

ready to be an ambassador for giftedness.

Consider your child's emotional needs as much as the intellectual ones. Your child will not excel in school 

if he is unhappy. Any decisions regarding school choice, acceleration, programmatic decisions and 

extracurriculars need to consider whether he will thrive emotionally as well as academically. This might even 

mean foregoing full-grade acceleration if your child is not developmentally ready, or eliminating an 

extracurricular that creates too much stress. It means ensuring that your child can find a like-minded peer 

group. It also includes recognizing if your child is becoming bored and apathetic in an academic setting that is 

much too easy, since this may set the stage for underachievement.

Pick your battles and don't sweat the small stuff. Determine what is most important and assert your 

concerns. Ignore the unimportant. Your gifted child probably will be bored at some point and may not get all of 

the opportunities you think she deserves. If the concens are minor, let them go. Many parents withhold 

complaints because they don't want to be labeled "one of those parents." while it is important to remain actively 

involved, voicing concerns over every problem will not win favor with most teachers, and probably won't work 

anyway.

She has other tips and links to many different resources on this blog. Check it out at 

giftedchallenges.blogspot.com, this blog was posted Aug 1, 2015.

Heather Baskin, Gifted Education Director

GT Enrichment 
Opportunity 
Scholarship Due Date
February 8, Before 4 pm

GT Office, Basil T. Knight

Center

February 2019

Middle School 
Scholastica
Tournament
Bookcliff Activity Center
Feb 22, 10am-1pm
Check with MS GT teacher for more 
information.

PSAT 8/9 test 
administered at 
Basil T. Knight Center
February 9
Must have pre-registered through 
Center for Bright Kids
Contact GT office for more information

Early Access 
Applications Due
February 28, 2019
See page 7 for more details
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What Do You Want in the Newsletter?

GT Lending Library
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Do you have a topic that you want covered in an upcoming newsletter? Is there a 
student you know that would like to write an article? Want to share something great
happening with gifted students in our district? Want to nominate a student to be featured in 
our “Many Faces of Gifted” section? Do you know of a student that has written an amazing 
poem/story or created a fantastic piece of art that we could feature? Have a question about
gifted that you would really like answered? Please let us know at bev.jebe@d51schools.org or
visit http://tinyurl.com/D51GTIdeas.

The D51 GT Office has an ever expanding lending library for parents, teachers, and students. 
It doesn't often get used and it might be because you don't know what is in this library. 
Therefore, we will be doing some book highlights for you in our newsletters. Here are the 
highlighted books for February: 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan 
Mealer tells the true story of William as a young teen in Malawi, Africa. 
When terrible famine strikes he is forced to drop out of school to help his 
family earn money. He continued his own education through a village 
library and ends up with a creation that changes lives in a ripple effect 
around him.

UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World
by Michele Borba is written by an author that presented at the last 
National Association for Gifted Children annual conference. This is 
not an isolated gifted issue, but instead a global and societal issue. 
Her research, ideas, and plans help parents and educators address a 
decrease in empathy resulting in "successful, happy kids who grow 
up to be kind, moral, courageous, and resilient adults."

Bright Kids Who Can't Keep Up by Ellen Braaten and Brian Willoghby
outlines ways to help students with slow processing speed be able to 
succeed in a fast-paced world. These students are often mislabeled as lazy 
or unmotivated. However, being able to recognize, accept, and 
accommodate a slow processing speed can help a child thrive.

Check out the resources above and let us know if you have others that we should share.

mailto:bev.jebe@d51schools.org
http://tinyurl.com/D51GTIdeas


Thinking of Opting Out of State Testing?
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We are now approaching the time of year when we prepare for the state’s standardized test (often 

known as PARCC or CMAS tests). Students and parents frequently groan and wonder what they can 

do to get out of taking the tests. Often parents consider opting their student out of taking these state-

mandated tests. Be sure that you carefully consider your options and their consequences.

When you opt your student out of taking the state’s test(s), your school is missing a chance to see 

your student’s performance on that test. It’s a bit like a teacher looking at a jigsaw puzzle with some of 

the pieces covered up. Those pieces could be simply more of a large blue sky, or they could be some 

tree branches that do not appear in the rest of the puzzle. Without seeing all the pieces, we’re not sure 

what is under the cover.

The teachers do their best to plan appropriate instruction for each and every student, but if we’re 

missing part of the data, it’s an incomplete plan. When students are being considered for honors math 

classes in middle school, formal identification as gifted and talented, or Challenge School admission, 

students without PARCC scores are missing part of their data. We may have to wait longer for the data 

to appear in other realms (NWEA or other tests). The missing data is not considered as a negative

factor, but as an unknown factor. 

Last spring fifth grade students being considered for 6th grade Honors Math needed to have at least 

two of the following criteria:

• 5th grade NWEA MAP score: Fall > 219, or Winter > 223

• A 4th grade PARCC Score of Level 4 (Met) or 5 (Exceeded) 

• 70% or higher 6th Grade Readiness Assessment (taken early in the fall of 6th grade)

Students missing out on that PARCC score would still have needed qualifying NWEA scores and a 

qualifying score on the 6th Grade Readiness Assessment.

One of the most common methods of formal identification as gifted and talented requires a 

cognitive test score of 95th percentile or above and at least two different measures from criterion- or 

norm-referenced achievement tests, norm-referenced observation scales, and/or a qualifying 

performance evaluation. A Level 5 (Exceeded Expectations) or a 95%ile score on PARCC would count 

as a qualifying score. Without that score, we would have to wait for another qualifying score.

Another consideration is the opportunity to prepare your student for high-stakes testing in high 

school. PARCC is an opportunity for students to try out an intensive online test without all of the 

negative consequences. A former Appleton teacher was famous for coaching his students on upcoming 

tests with these words: “Let’s celebrate! It’s a test! It’s an opportunity to show what you know!”

The decision is yours, but I would encourage you to carefully consider all of the factors. 

By Sue Jerome, GT Teacher at Appleton and Chatfield Elementary Schools



GT Spotlight on Mesa View Elementary
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By Julie Broughton, GT teacher

Here at Mesa View Elementary the GT department has been working with many students.  We’re 
combining reading and math in Kindergarten with an exploration of Sir Cumference and Knights of 
the Round Table.  In first grade we are building reading skills, science skills and volcanoes.  Second 
grade is all about growing potential in math and motivation.  Third and fourth graders are using 
their creative and critical thinking skills to make math games. Some of those are really 
challenging!  Fifth graders are generating their own journeys, either by using a budget to plan the 
perfect vacation or writing science fiction.



GT Student Spotlight

Cambelle Brammer has attended Shelledy Elementary since kindergarten. When she was a 
baby, she was diagnosed with craniosynostosis. It is where the skull bones don’t grow 
normally or don’t fuse together properly. She had several surgeries and the doctors said that it 
may impact her brain development. So the fact that she is so sharp and quick at learning new 
things is extra amazing. The qualities that I most admire about Cambelle are her persistence, 
great work ethic, strong leadership skills, sense of humor, and her caring personality. Each year 
on her passion projects, she has gone well above and beyond expectations. This year she did 
her passion project on craniosynostosis that connected a very personal topic to science topics 
that are quite complex for elementary school students. With her drive to do her best and 
curiosity about the world, I am certain that Cambelle has the prospect of a very bright future 
ahead of her. 

By Cambelle Brammer
Q. What does gifted mean to you? 
A. To me gifted is a way to explain a child that has a higher level of thinking than most 
kids their age. 

Q. What do you know/remember about being identified gifted? 
A. I remember Mr.Gregersen telling me about how high my scores were on math online 
tests. Then he told me about how he was trying to get me an advanced learning plan. About a 
week later my parents, Mr.Gregersen, and I had a meeting about the A.L.P. I remember the 
feeling of excitement and nerves. I had always been bored in math, but when I got my A.L.P. I started to get harder work. 

Q. How does your school support your learning?
A. Shelledy supports my learning by having the G.T. classes, also the teachers give me papers that are harder than normal 
work in class. 

Q. What do you see as highlights of gifted programs in D51? 
A. I feel the highlights of the gifted programs are students who are not challenged in class can get challenged in the same 
time. It also helps kids who know grade level things to learn new things. 

Q. What have you struggled with in D51 gifted programs? 
A. I do not believe that I have had any struggles that I can remember in D51 district programs. If I had had any struggles 
they were small so I would not remember. 

Q. How do you feel about the gifted label?
A. I feel it is good and bad. Some of us who are gifted have worked very hard and are not just born with a very strong 
brain. Others were born with a strong brain and did not have to develop it. For the people who were born with a strong 
brain are gifted, but the people who had to work for it are but aren't at the same time. I personally like the label.
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By Sean Gregersen, GT Teacher Shelledy Elementary



GT Student Spotlight (continued)

Q.What do you struggle with in school?
A. I struggle with spelling and vocabulary. I mess up my spelling a lot and once I spell it, I know it is wrong, but can’t 
figure out how to spell it. When we do tests in vocab I get some of the answers right and some wrong. 

Q. If you had one wish for G.T. programs or G.T. students what would it be?
A. If I could have one wish it would be to not call G.T., G.T. because you are not actually gifted or talented until you have 
an A.L.P. It should be called discovery group. 

Q. What learning goals do you have right now? 
A. I have a learning goal about public speaking. I am not the best at public speaking and my parents and I think I should 
get better at public speaking. I also have a goal to get better at vocabulary. I am getting better at both of them. 

Q. What is the best thing about your school?
A. It would be very hard to pick the best thing about Shelledy. I think everything about Shelledy is great. If I had to pick 
one it would be the G.T. program. I think that because it helps kids who have a stronger way of thinking get challenged.

Q. What is the best thing about you? 
A. I think the best thing about me is my urge to learn. I love school, and Love math the best.

Q. If you had one wish for the students at your school what would it be?
A. If I had one wish for them it would be that they don’t have academic bad struggles. 

Q. What could improve your learning? 
A. One thing that could improve my learning is if students payed attention in class and did not interrupt the teachers. 

Q. What is the most interesting thing you learned in school? 
A. The most interesting thing I have learned about is probably a book I am reading. It is true stories about teenagers who 
snuck into the military. It tells about a lot of interesting things. 
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Student Work from Broadway Elementary
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Artwork by Addi, 5th Grade

Artwork by Liberty, 5th Grade




